REMARKS BY DEAN
As the new Dean of the UIC, let me first say what an honor it is to be serving as your
Dean. This is not "diplo-speak" but something I sincerely believe in since I played a small
role in the ultimate founding of the UIC. In 2002 as the then Director of International
Education and Exchange, I first floated the idea of building a premier international college
within Yonsei University. When I left that position in 2004, the UIC was on its way of
being formed as an independent unit.
The UIC is blessed with expanding opportunities but also a range of new challenges
including, but not limited to, the administration's decision to educate all incoming freshmen
from March 2011 at Yonsei's International Campus based in Songdo. I know that students,
faculty, parents, and alumni have voiced their concerns on the administration's decision and
while I assumed the deanship after the decision was made, it is now my responsibility to
see it through as smoothly as possible.
Whatever I do as Dean, however, I would like to emphasize that I will be guided by
three principles. First, regardless of how sensitive or difficult the issue may be, I will be
frank and transparent. If I don't know the answer I will let you know that I don't know. But
I will not varnish the truth with "bureau-babble." Second, as long as I serve as Dean, I plan
to practice what I preach to our students, faculty and staff. Thus, from March 2011 I will
teach one course per semester at Songdo based on an overview of contemporary
international relations. Third, my door is always open to each and every member of the UIC
family. While it's impossible for me to individually know all of our students, if there's an
extremely urgent or important issue that you must share with me, make sure to let the office
know why you want to see me and I will make time.
And each semester, I will hold a UIC-wide "Dialogue with the Dean" so that I can share
my thoughts with you but more importantly, for all of our UIC students to share their
views, concerns, and suggestions with me. I also plan to work closely with the student
council. Last but not least, I want all of you to know that UIC is on the path of becoming
the best college of its kind in Asia. Full stop. There are many other colleges primarily
although not exclusively in the United States that have longer histories and much more
established "brand value." Nonetheless, that doesn't worry me in the least because the UIC
is the only brand of its kind in the world. And enhancing the UIC's reputation and brand
value depends crucially on the choices you make and the voices you articulate.
I look forward to meeting many of you in the weeks ahead and thank you again for
making UIC your home away from home.
With warmest wishes,
Chung Min Lee, Ph.D.
Dean, UIC
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New UIC Faculty
Professor Eirik Lang Harris
Professor Jesse Sloane
Q1) Can you give us a brief self
introduction?
Professor
Harris: Born in
Keflavik,
Iceland, I grew
up on a small
farm in rural
Ohio. When I
was 16, I went
to Hong Kong for the last two
years of high school. From there, I
headed to Pomona College in
Claremont, CA. There, I majored
in Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics. After graduating I
went on to the University of
California, San Diego where I
received an MA in Philosophy. I
then received an MA in Asian
Languages and Cultures from the
University of Michigan and went
on for a PhD in philosophy at the
University of Utah. During my
time in graduate school, I spent a
number of years in Asia, mainly in
China and Taiwan. After finishing
my dissertation, I spent a year
teaching at Santa Clara University,
a liberal arts college in California,
near San Francisco, before
accepting this position at UIC.
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Professor
Sloane: I’ve
spent my entire
adult
life—college
included
—learning
about China.
Much of that time I was officially
doing other things: getting a
bachelor’s degree in Western
philosophy, working at a major

publishing house in New York,
studying in Japan, and teaching a
variety of undergraduate history
classes.
Q2) How did you get to come to
UIC? Was there any special
reason?
Professor Harris: As someone who
specializes in East Asian moral
and political philosophy, I have
always been interested in an
opportunity that would allow me
to spend more time in Asia. And,
while I have never lived in Korea
before, I am quite excited to
continue my teaching and research
career here at Yonsei.
Professor Sloane: My work is East
Asia, so East Asia is the natural
place to do it. UIC in particular
offers the chance to help build
something new that people can be
proud of, which is a rare
opportunity.
Q3) Tell us about the lectures that
you are planning to give students.
Are there any helpful tips they
might know beforehand?
Professor Harris: First of all, my
lectures are not lectures, but rather
conversations with my students.
True, I sometimes have to do a lot
more talking than my students, but
without student participation, very
little will be gained. Philosophy is
not something that you can learn
simply by watching and listening.
One has to engage in, working
through it in one’s own mind and
become an active participant. As I

told my students last week, just as
you will never become a good
basketball or baseball player by
watching other people play, you
cannot learn how to be a critical
thinker simply by listening to me
talk.
Professor Sloane: In a serious
college history class, the goal is
not to remember things. We don’t
need college educated people to be
good at remembering; we have
books and computer storage media
to preserve information for us.
Instead, the goal of class is to
figure things out, much as one
would in a math or science class.
In the early stages this can be
difficult and students may feel a
little lost or as though they’re
making mistake. The more
questions you answer, though, the
better your answers will be.
There has been a lot of research on
human learning and the
conclusions are pretty clear: the
most common kind of lecture –
where one person talks and other
people listen quietly and perhaps
take written notes – is not a very
effective way to learn. Human
beings forget most of what they’re
told. The more you talk and write,
the more you will actually learn
from the class.
Q4) Can you tell us your first
impression of UIC in general?
Professor Harris: I’ve only been
here a couple of weeks, so there is
a lot that I still have to learn about
UIC. However, I have been quite
impressed with the quality of my
students, and I have great
colleagues!

Professor Sloane: I’m finding that
the newness of the program gives
both students and faculty a high
level of energy and room for
creativity; this is sometimes
missing at programs where things
are done the same way for decades
on end. Here, there’s not really
any such thing as “doing things
the old way.”

uniquely powerful way to broaden
one’s understanding of what
human beings do, how they live,
and what the consequences are in
the short and long term.

Q5) Relatively, UIC is a young
college aiming to be raise global
leaders especially in East Asia.
How do you think you can
contribute to its mission?

Professor Sloane: As you must
have noticed, UIC students come
from a lot of very different
educational backgrounds. At a
regular university where most
students come from the same
country, professors would have a
pretty good idea of what all their
students already know. In a
humanities class at UIC, asking
questions if you don’t understand
something isn’t just acceptable;
it’s the most intelligent thing to
do.

Professor Harris: I will be
teaching a range of courses in
critical reasoning and East Asian
political thought. The
contributions of critical reasoning
should be self-evident. After all,
you need to have critical reasoning
skills to succeed. And I believe
that the courses I will teach in East
Asian political thought will be
extremely useful in allowing
students to understand not only the
political thought of their
neighbors, but the sources of at
least certain aspects of Korean
political thought.
Professor Sloane: First I should
point out to all UIC students that
you will be asked this exact
question at every job interview.
I’ll try to give you all a model
answer:
Remember, I teach the history of
East Asia. What could be more
relevant to global leadership? A
person who knows only one or
two societies will have only a
limited understanding of human
societies in general. Individual
human beings are the same way:
you can’t understand much about
human beings in general if you
only know a limited number of
them, or if all the people you’ve
met are from similar backgrounds.
Studying the societies of East Asia
before they were modernized is a

If you have any, last word for the
students please.
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